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William Rinkel general store in St. Peter
This photo shows the William Rinkel general store 
in St. Peter. It was located on the west side of 
the 100 block of South Minnesota Avenue. Several 
members of the Rinkel family appear in front of 
the building, including Mrs. Wm. Sr., G. H., W. 
H., and B. O. (as a small boy).
1888?
Business and Industry
General stores
People
Architectural elements
Wooden sidewalks
Brickwork
Awnings
Clothing & dress
William Rinkel general store

This is a beautiful picture that I, as a Rinkel, would like 
to possess and add to one of my genealogy files, but 
that is probably impossible. I live in the Netherlands 
and, as far as I know, I am not a family member of 
these Rinkels. Do you have more info about this 
family? My zip code in the Netherlands is 2923GD-1. 
E-mail a.rinkel(at)...

André Rinkel
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Entertainer Hjalmar Peterson (Olle i 
Skratthult) is shown with his wife, 
Olga Lindgren Peterson, 1920?, Arts 
and architecture, Olle i Skratthult, 
Vaudeville

At last I have a seen a photograph of the 
famous Scandinavian Vaudeville 
performer “Ole From Laughtersville” 
whom my relatives saw onstage at Dania 
Hall on Cedar Avenue in the early 1900s. 
He brought a lot of happiness to people.

Dennis Newhouse
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This is Ruth Fralich 
Rubenstein’s 16th 
birthday party in 1946 
at Eton’s ranch. I can 
identify the people in 
the pix.

Clarice Sherman Zuckman

Jewish fraternity/sorority 
gathering, 1949, Education, Youth; 

Fraternities; Sororities
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War Eagle, The War Eagle 
carried Red Wing volunteers 
to the Civil war in 1861, 
Transportation, Social 
issues, Military life, 
Military mobilizations, 
Stern wheelers, Rivers, 

Smokestacks

My husband’s great-grandfather, Gustaf 
Svensson, a Swedish immigrant, volunteered 
for the Union Army in 1861 along with many 
other immigrants from Goodhue County. The 
volunteers boarded the War Eagle and went 
up river to Ft. Snelling where they were 
outfitted for the war. Again they boarded the 
steam boat and went up river to St. Paul 
where they marched in precision through the 
streets and past the cheering crowd. They 
marched back to the War Eagle, steamed 
down river to LaCrosse where they boarded 
a train that took them to Tennessee and the 
War. Gustaf returned safely to Red Wing in 
1864 where he married in Vasa (Goodhue 
County) and had three sons. He died in 1873 
at the age of 48.

Mary Swanson
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Hello, I am the granddaughter of Frank 
Schott the owner, designer, and builder 
of this rock barn. I noticed you have his 
name spelled wrong. His name is Frank 
Schott. He was an immigrant from 
Germany. He was a college graduate 
and a licensed Architect from Germany. 
You should feature his chicken coop 
also. It says "Swan Hill" on it. Frank 
Schott was a Stone Mason and a farmer 
at Chico Minnesota. He lived to be 84 
years old. He had 7 children with his 
wife Sofie Schott. My mother Rose 
Anne Schott was the youngest of their 
children.

Stone Barn, Shott Barn 
near Johnson, Minnesota, 
Agriculture, important as 
rare barn design showing 

unique ventilation 
features
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I remember our mother, the youngest of 
Frank Schott’s children, telling us stories 
about her childhood, included were stories 
of when it was very hot in the summer, the 
whole family would sleep up in the hayloft, 
it was cool up there because of the concrete 
floor and the breeze would flow through.

Our mother would sleep walk at times as a 
child, and once she woke up just before she 
stepped off the edge of the hayloft. She 
was about 11 years old then.

Rosi Krueger
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According to my father, on the east side 
of the bridge facing west. The large 
building in the background is the old 
Minneapolis Moline plant. The streetcar 
line would descend to the front of the 
Minneapolis Moline offices and turn on 
9th Avenue. Excelsior Boulevard did not 
exist, only a dirt road called Sewer Pipe 
road named and used by the local people 
to get to Glen Lake.

Fred Finch

Hopkins streetcar bridge, 
Streetcar crossing long, 
S-curving bridge over 
three railroad lines, 

1948,
Transportation, 

streetcars, Twin City 
Rapid Transit Co., street 

scene
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You don't know how happy I was to spot 
this picture. This is a photo of my 
grandmother. She was so proud of her 
days as a motorette and loved talking 
about it every chance she got. She died 
suddenly last August and we miss her 
very much. I love this picture of her, she 
has a great smile on her face. Thanks for 
posting it.

Jon MurphyMotorette on duty, by 
Eugene Corbey, 
Motorette Helen Murphy 
with her streetcar, 
1946, Transportation, 
streetcars, Twin City 
Rapid Transit Co., 
street scene

The SSR went public on 14 January 2008  

and received 52 comments on 50 items 

from 39 authors by the end of our 
evaluation on 30 March 2008.

Reflections items and documents were 

visited approximately 278,000 times 

during this period. We converted about 
one of every 325 visits to Reflections into a 

visitor of the SSR. About one in every 

5,300 visits to Reflections resulted in a 

comment on the Social Side.

A hasty and survey of the top 10 most 

viewed YouTube videos showed that they 
generated an average one comment for 

every 871 views. It should be noted that 

YouTube only counts a “view” when a video 

is watched in its entirety, while the 

Reflections statistics I used would have 

included many “bounce” viewings where 

someone popped in and out realizing 

quickly the item was not what they needed 

or just running across it as they paged 

through a result set. Also, the “quality” of 
comments on YouTube is nothing like the 

quality of comments we received.

Eric Celeste

The Social Side of Reflections 

9 June 2008

Minnesota Digital Library Annual Meeting

     efc@umn.edu    http://eric.clst.org

During our MDL Social Side of Reflections 

project the MDL Reflections database got 
about 0.18 views per image per day.

The Powerhouse Museum experience with 

Flickr Commons to date reveals that they 
get about 3.5 views per image per day. 

That’s over 15 times the traffic of MDL.

Tonnes of tags have been added and they have been of a quality that we’ve 

not experienced in our other tagging projects. I am firmly of the belief that the 
quality is a result of the Flickr environment (lets call it ‘culture’) and its userbase.

Some notable interaction highlights include… user tagging of image content 

(the copious use of notes to identify features)… addition of extra information in 

the comments field… discussion of possible image locations like this long 

demolished pub in the Rocks. I like this one especially because the discussion 

takes place over at Yahoo Answers. This also happens within Flickr as in this 

example from Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains.
Seb Chan

Eric Celeste
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